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News and Notes 


Dr. Muller on Radiation 


Our AHA President, H. J. Muller of 
Indiana University, is a geneticist who is 
recognized as an authority on the effects 
of radiation, including “fall-out” after 
nuclear explosions. During the political 
campaign he has been pressed for his 
view on the proposal to end the H-bomb 
tests. Although reluctant to enter a polit- 
ical controversy, he issued the following 
statement on October 19: 

“So devastating would be the damage 
done to both present and future genera- 
tions by the nuclear explosions which 
any global war would inevitably bring, 
that the great issue of today is not that 
of the relatively small damage produced 
by mere tests of H-bombs, but that of 
taking all steps we safely can, such as 
the mutual discontinuance of these tests, 
which will tend to lessen international 
tensions and bring us nearer to arma- 
ment control. Unless this control is 
achieved in the short time open to us 
before thermonuclear explosives become 
available to more countries still, we will 
be in a situation even more ungovern- 
able and menacing than that of today.” 


Lamont Decision Stands 


Last August, a Federal Court of Ap- 
peals decided that a Senate Investigating 
Committee lacked jurisdiction to inquire 
into Dr. Corliss Lamont’s personal views 
as a writer. The stipulated period during 
which the decision might have been ap- 
pealed to the Supreme Court has now 
passed, and no appeal has been entered. 
Accordingly, the decision stands, and 
may constitute an important precedent 
for a number of pending cases involving 
personal beliefs and associations. 
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